
THE BY-LAWS 

OF  

THE LITTLE HOME CHURCH BY THE WAYSIDE 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

WAYNE, ILLINOIS 

 

ARTICLE I.  NAME 

The name of this church shall be The Little Home Church by the Wayside, United 

Church of Christ. 

 

ARTICLE II.  OBJECT 

The object of this church shall be to bind together followers of Jesus Christ for the 

purpose of sharing in the worship of God, in the preaching of the Gospel, and in making 

God's will dominant in the lives of people individually and collectively, as that will is set 

forth in the life, teachings, death, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ; to render 

loving service to humankind; and to strive for righteousness, justice, and peace. 

 

ARTICLE III.  POLICY AND AFFILIATION 

This church acknowledges Jesus Christ as its Head and finds in the Holy Scriptures, 

interpreted by the Holy Spirit, through reason, faith and conscience, its guide in matters 

of faith and life. 

 

The government of this church is vested in its members, who exercise the right of the 

control of its affairs, under its divine Head, and in legal matters subject to the laws of the 

State of Illinois. 

 

The church shall be a part of the United Church of Christ and it shall sustain that 

relationship to the United Church of Christ described in those portions of the 

Constitution and By-laws of the United Church of Christ adopted July 4, 1961, relating to 

local churches. 

 

ARTICLE IV.  FAITH AND COVENANT 

 A. FAITH.  This church acknowledges as its sole head, Jesus Christ, the Son of 

 God, and the Savior of humanity. It acknowledges as brothers and sisters in 

 Christ all who share in this confession.  It looks to the Word of God in the 

 scriptures, and to the presence and power of the Holy Spirit to promote its 

 creative and redemptive work in the world.  It claims as its own the faith of the 

 historic Church expressed in the ancient creeds and reclaimed in the basic 

 insights of the Protestant Reformers.  It affirms the responsibility of the Church in 

 each generation to make this faith its own.  In accordance with the teaching of 
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 our Lord and the practice prevailing among evangelical Christians, it recognizes 

 two sacraments:  Baptism, and the Lord's Supper or Holy Communion. 

. STATEMENT OF FAITH (formally adopted by the UCC at the Synod of 1977). 
 

 God calls the worlds into being, creates humankind in the divine image, and sets 

 before us the ways of life and death. 
 

 God seeks in holy love to save all people from  aimlessness and sin. 
 

 God judges all humanity and all nations by that will of righteousness declared 

 through prophets and apostles. 
 

 In Jesus Christ, the Man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Lord, God has 

 come to us, and shared our common lot, conquering sin and death, and 

 reconciling the whole creation to its Creator. 
 

 God bestows upon us the Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the Church of Jesus 

 Christ, binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and races. 
 

 God calls us into the Church 

  to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, 

  to be servants in the service of the whole human family, 

  to proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist the powers of evil, 

  to share in Christ's baptism and eat at his table, 

  to join him in his passion and victory. 
 

 God promises to all who trust in the gospel 

  forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, 

  courage in the struggle for justice and peace, 

  the presence of the Holy Spirit in trial and rejoicing, 

  and eternal life in that kingdom which has no end. 
 

 Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto God.  Amen. 
 

C. COVENANT.  We covenant one with another to seek and respond to the Word 

 and the will of God.  We propose to walk together in the ways of the Lord, made 

 known to us, and to be made known to us.  We hold it to be the mission of the 

 Church to witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ in all the world, while worshiping 

 God, and striving for truth, justice and peace.  We covenant among ourselves 

 and with God to make a difference in the lives of others who experience injustice 

 and violence in our nation and the world.  Affirming Christ's commandment to 

 love one another, we pledge our means, minds, hands and hearts to this 

 endeavor.  As did our ancestors, we depend on the Holy Spirit to lead and 

 empower us.  We pray for the coming of the Kingdom of God, and we look with 
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 faith toward the triumph of righteousness and eternal life. 

 

ARTICLE V.  MEMBERSHIP 

A. CONSTITUENTS.  The members of this church shall be persons who have been 

 received by recommendation of the Pastor or the Evangelism Ministry and 

 public acceptance of the covenant, 
  

 (1) on presentation of letters of transfer from other churches; or 
 

 (2) if letters are not available, by re-affirmation of faith on recommendation of 

the Evangelism Ministry or the Pastor; or 
  

 (3) on confession of faith and baptism, if not previously baptized; or 
 

 (4) as an associate member on a confession of faith, while maintaining 

membership in a previous congregation of the United Church of Christ or 

other Christian denominational affiliation. 
 

B. RECEPTION.  Persons recommended as stated in Article V.A above shall be 

 received at a worship service or at some other time as ordered by the 

 Evangelism Ministry by public assent to the covenant or after the covenant has 

 been thoughtfully signed. Any who are unable to attend in public, after approval 

 by the Evangelism Ministry may be received by the Ministry acting on behalf of 

 the church. 
 

C. TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP.  The continuance of membership shall be 

 subject to the principles and usage of the United Church of Christ and especially 

 as follows: 
 

 (1) Any member who desires a letter of transfer and recommendation to 

another church, upon request, is entitled to receive it. General letters 

addressed to no particular church shall not be granted. 
 

 (2) If a member requests in writing to be released from his or her obligations, 

the church shall patiently endeavor to secure his or her continuance in its 

fellowship; failing in such effort, the church may grant the request and 

terminate such membership. 
  

 (3) Members whose addresses have been long unknown, or who for a period  

  of two  years, in spite of kindly approaches, have not communicated with  

  the church or contributed to its support, may, by the decision of the   

  Moderator, Pastor, and the Evangelism Ministry, be transferred to an  

  inactive list. From the date of such transfer such persons shall cease to  


